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hands; nor was he the only person ulio 'suspected
this, for he had received a letter from a gentleman
at Bristol, who was apprehensive that the noble lord
would not make it known to be the general sense of
the inhabitants of Bristol, and did therefore wish
that it should be stated to the house. The petition
was drawn up and signed in due form, and the sig-
natures were those of the most respectable persons
in that city*

The petition was ordered to lie on the tafrfe.

Mr. Sheridan presented a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Chester against the bills. lie said, that in this
city, as well as in various parts of tho country, counter
petitions were attempted to be procured, a principle
to which government had long been attentive. The
late outrage on His Majesty's person, 'which no
man execrated more than lie did, had been taken
advantage of by them, to extort from the people a
sanction of the present measures, for which purpose
they had used all their influence. But he would,
notwithstanding, venture to assert, that none of the
few petitions which called for the suppression of se-
ditious meetings were meant to convey any acquies-
cence io. the measures which ministers were deter-
mined to adopt under that pretence; and even a
right honorable gentleman opposite to him, (Mr.
Dundas) had allowed, that laws so serious should
eot take place, unless agreed to by a majority of the
people. Where then were the grounds for pressing
the bills, when it could not be proved that in one
single instance, their contents had been explained,
or properly understood by the persons who might be
supposed to favour them ? He read a letter which
accompanied the petition, addressed to himself, ex-
plaining the conduct of those who were endeavouring
to procure signatures to a counter-petition in the
city of Chester, where schoolboys, and all manner
of persons, had been called upon to sign a-paper of
thai nafure; and so hasty were they to accomplish